~ as the clear favorite
| to defend both its

Raiders aim to continue success

By Greg Oshust
Marietta Daily Journal Sports Writer

Walton certainly made its
presence felt in its first season
in Region 6AAAAA last year,
winning both the
boys and girls titles.

The 2005 seasom
looks to be more: of
the same as Walton
comes into the year

boys and girls titles. :
With state individ-

ual champion Sam _._mm_'_,_ %

Bryfcaynski and

Jason Perkowski among the
graduation losses, the Walton
boys return only three of its
LOp SeVEN TUnners,

However, with junior Jay
Heller and senior Corey
Hunter leading the way, the
Raiders are still a strong bet to
successfully defend their
6AAAAA championship.

“The boys have a little
work to do,” Williams said.
“But the boys should still be

there at region time.”

With six of their seven top
runners returning from last
vear, the Lady Raiders should
be in good shape to defend
their

GAAAAA title with
sophomore Leila
Norman among the
key returners.

The Pope boys
face a hit of a rebuild-
ing year after losing
three of their top run-
ners, including sixth-
place region finisher

Xan Gersen.
However, the
Greyhounds = have

s0me promising young run-
ners coming up, including
freshman Miles Szoboda
and sophomore Josh
Hamadi.

Lassiter lost three ofits top
five runners from a team that
finished fourth in the region
and 11th in state last vear.

“The boys are showing
improvement Lassiter coach
Ed Hutcherson said. “I think
we have shot to finish in the

top three or four.”

Kell hopes to move up a
notch in a tough Region
BAAAAA from its sixth-place
finish last year, while Wheeler
hopes to gain some ground
after finishing seventh.

Pope should once again be
the main challenger to Wal-
ton for the girls title, with
seniors Kristen Hiott and
Rachel White returning.

“We have good depth and
we have plenty of runners
who put in the time (to train)
this summer, so we're ready
to contend in the region
again,” Pope coach Cathi
Monk said.

Lassiter has a good chance
of moving up the Region
BAAAAA girls standings after
its sixth-place finish of a year
ago, with more of an experi-
enced squad than last year.

Junior Clara Densmore,
Kathleen Wilson and Sara
Federspiel lead the Lassiter
girls.
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Outlock:: The South Gobb bays retum eavaral runners from a taam
thet qualified for the state meat for the first time in schoal :E.um_u._
in 2004. The girls team is rabullding as Wright and Blakely leads
an ingxperienced club.

Waticn Ralders
Coach: Tom Williams, 14th year
Last year: Boys: Second in the stete in Class ARAAA, first in
Aeglon EAAAAA, first In the county. Girs: Second in the state in
(lass AABAA, first In Region GAAAAA first in the caunty.
Kay parformers: Jey Helier (Jr.), Corey Hunter (Sr.), Lella Moman
__..._.m.._w , Sarah Lipchurch (Sr.)
startirs
|

2]
Norman
Upchurch

Ellan Black (5r.)
Anna Day (5r.)
Katalyn Theller (Jr.}

Feler

Huntar

Adam Bradiey (Sr.)
James _..__.m__.ﬁm.n“ r.)
Thomas Piched (Sa.)

Outlook: Tha Walton boys lose state champlon Sem Bryfezynski,
but the Falders are still [oaded. Similiarly, tha girls team lost Car-
aling Milter, but have everyons elsa returning.

Whitsfield Acadamy 'Wolfpack
Coach: Towrsend Bailay. Third year
r_u.__! ..._Hnn Bays: Fourth In Regian 5A, Girls: Ninth in state in
AEE i
Koy parformers: Elizabeth Atkirson (Sr.), Kathryn MeClellan
20,3, Colton Parks (Jr.), Michaal Balana (Jr.) g
ropactad starts
Girls [
Aicdnson
McClellan
Moty Williamson {Jr.)
Bays
Parks
Balena
Matt LaCraw m_._?”_.
Brian Nunez m r.}
Cartar Jones (8r.)
Outlock: With Parks, Balens and LaCraw ratuming to lead tha
way once again, the boys team shauld o & fagior in Ragion 18
Tha m:_m team, on the other hand, will be hard-prassad o be much
of a factor in the region race with only thrae girls on |18 raster,

Maristta Blus Davils



